CHAPTER    XX
The Explosion
AT NOON, JULY 17, A TELEGRAM REACHED MADRID FROM
Tetuan. It was a simple greeting from a citizen of
common name and surname, signed with an even more
common name. Nevertheless, it carried a sensational mes-
sage. The name of the one greeted consisted of eleven letters,
and that of the sender seventeen. And that message, ap-
parently so innocuous, sent by order of Colonel Yagiie, said
merely this: "The troops in Africa revolted on the sixteenth
at eleven o'clock in the morning."
The events do not correspond exactly with this reference,
for the army in Africa did not rise in revolt until the after-
noon. But as soon as the message was received, the agents at
work reported the news to the leaders of the movement
which it was hoped would be Spain's salvation, to Generals
Mola, Coded, and Fanjul, and to General Saliquet, who a
few hours later departed for Valladolid. Through another
channel the news also reached some of the leaders in the
fleet, and General Queipo de Llano.
At five o'clock in the afternoon the government was
already aware of the existence of untoward developments In
Africa, Casares Quiroga called from the War Ministry for
the Commander-General of Melllla, General Rotnerales, a
Mason, in whom the minister had placed full confidence.
What a surprise! It was not Romerales who answered the
call of the minister, but rather Colonel Solans, who gave
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